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The Church of the Covenant

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME all who have come to worship with us today. This
congregation seeks to be a spiritual home for people from all walks of
life, and to be involved in the vital personal and social concerns of our
day. Here you will find a diversity of religious opinion, an openness to
guestions of faith and practice, andanmitment of respect for one
another as together we seek to discern God's purposes for our lives. If
you are seeking a church home, we invite you to become a member or
participant in our familyf faith. Please sign the signature sheets,
including yourresidence and-mail addresses.

OUR The Church of the Covenant aspires to be a welcoming
spiritual home where we are:
VISION Challenged to live God's inclusive love,

Empowered to express Christ's compassion, and
Equipped to do justice within the communitydan
throughout the world

CONVINCED OF GOD'S GRACE, the Church of the Covenant strives to be a carir
and compassionate congregation, welcoming all people regardless of a
race, national origin, marital status, gender, affectionahtation, and
mental or physical ability.

We ask that you turn off cell phones and pagers upon entering the sanctuary.
Please refrain from walking in the aisles during the sermon and prayers.
Units of the Easy Listener listening system ardlakike from the ushers.
Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please remember to wear your name tag today



ORDER OF WORSHIP

February 17, 2008 Second Sunday in Lent 10 a

Enter the saatuary reverently and let the power and inspiration of the music prepare you to
experience the majesty and glory of God.

(* Those who are able may stand. * ** Ushers will seat latecomers.)

You do not have to sit outside in the dark. If however, you want to see the
stars, you will find that darkness is required. The stars, on the other hand,
neither require nor demand the darkness.  Annie Dillard

McGAFFIN CARILLON George Leggiero, Covenant Carillonn
PRELUDE March for the Ark C.P.E. Bacl
Trumpet Ensemble
Canzon Vigesimaterza Claudio Merulc
Brass Quartet
Precious Lord, Take My Hand Thomas Dorse
The Covenant Bell Choir arr. Dean Wa
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Camj

* CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY
(Please be seated for the Introit.)
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT A LA VENUE DE NO

Kind Maker of the World
(Hymnal Page 79, v. 3)

Spare us, O Lord, who now confess our sins and all our wickedness,
And, for the glory of Thy Name, our weakened souls to health reclaim.

* CALL TO WORSHIP

One Voice: The Lord says, "I am about to create new heavens and a ne\

and the former things shall not be rememberéddiah 65:17)
Continued.



Response: Deepinside, young and old alike, there is a place of faith.
The Lord says, "The covenant | will make | will write on your

hearts and | will be your God and you will be my people."
(Jeremiah 31:33

There is that place of hope and trust and love, God's gif
without cost.
In Unison: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

*** HYMN 84 In the Cross of Christ | Glory RATHBUN

* CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSIOMh unison) Carolyn Perry

Dear God, we confess that & often expect you to answer our prayers
according to our wishes. When a child is not found, a disease is not
cured, or we lose a loved one, we may jump to the conclusion that you
are not listening. Deep in our hearts, we know that you are but our
headsscream for relief of physical or mental pain or for the end of
poverty, inhumanity, devastation, and war in the world. Forgive our
disbelief. Open our ears to hear you answers.

* Private Confession of Siin silence)
* Declaration of Forgiveness
OneVoice: Hear the good news!

The Apostle Paul declares, "I am convinced that there is
nothing in death or life, in the realm of spirits or superhumai
powers, in the world as it is or the world as it shall be, in the
forces of the universe, in height cgth$ nothing in all
creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord." (from Romans 8)
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.

Response: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* RESPONSE O Lamb ofGod Most Holy! O LAMM GOTTES
(Hymnal Page 82, vs. 1)

O Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross did suffer,
And patient still and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer;
Our sins by You were taken, or hope had us forsaken:
Have mercy on us, Jesus



HEBREW LESSON Job 30:&1,; 35 (selected) Pew Bible Page

ANTHEM Locus Iste Anton Bruckne!
Low Brass Ensemble

(Children may leave during the organ smifollowing the anthem
to go to their classrooms.)

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 9:24 Pew Bible Page

SERMON The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Cal
When God Is Silent: Part Il, The Gift of Doubt

Text: Isaiah 64:1, "Why don't you tear the sky open and come down?'

*HYMN 85 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Hymnal, Aids to WorshipPage 1.
Apostles' CreedTraditional)

| believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Plate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
guick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting.

ORGAN RESPONSE

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION AND PETITION
THE LORD'S PRAYER The Rev. laury W. Larso

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Fanfare for the New Millennium Kevin Kaska
The AldersorBroaddus Brass Choir

RESPONSE O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How HighDEO GRACIAS
(Hymnal Page 83, vs. 2)

(All who are able may stand, row by row, as the ushers walk forward
with the offering plates.)

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered ere;
For us temptations sharp He knew,
For us the tempter overthrew.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN 95 He Never Said a Mumbalin' Word African-American Spiritue

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
One Voice: Let all God's people say...
Response: Amen.

POSTLUDE A Promise Renewed Judson Brace
The AldersorBroaddus Brass Choir

CARILLON

* k k% %

Many in the congregation wish to remain seated for the Postlude. If you dboos
leave, please be aware of those still meditating. The Postlude is music for wor:
and we ask that all be respectful of one another's worship tradition.

Those who are to pick up flowers for delivery to the homebound and to those ir
hospital areinvited to do so when the Postlude has ended. Please allow a few
minutes for the Deacons to prepare for distribution of the flowers.
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WE WELCOME THE BRASS CHOIR of AldersonBroaddus College in Philippi, Wes
Virginia. The group is directed by Dr. Tiriny DeWitt, and they are here as
part of a northern Ohio tour. (They know that February is always a good t
visit northern Ohio.) AlderseBroaddus is a liberal arts college associated
the American Baptist Church, U.S.A. However, they arearmte
denominational church college. Members of the group are:

Kenny Bandy Tiffani Green (alumne Andy Powell  Kevin Stokes

Lindsay Bracey Kayla Lewis Mike Preston Joey Walden
Jason Burnside Kevin Lilley Colin Reger Radel Ware
Andy Ellison Matt Moore Jesse Sites Phill West

Dr. Timothy DeWitt, director
Emily Rosier, schedule coordinator

USHERS TODAY are John Bromelmeier, Jane Adams, Ted Adams, Bob
MacNaughton, Diane Papp, Gene Papp, and Oleg Targoni.
GREETERSare Arnie Dahm, Susan Dahm, Dave Shriaard Liz Shriver.

OUR LAY WORSHIP LEAD ER is Carolyn K. Perry, who has been a member of tht
Covenant since the early 1960's. She and T. Edward Perry were married
Covenant by Dr. Harry Taylor in 1962 and both their children, James and
Melissa, wee baptized here. Carolyn is a widow and has her own busines
has participated in the choir since Dr. Henry Fusner's leadership, was a Si
School teacher, a Calling & Caring volunteer, and a Deacon. Carolyn has
on the Worship, Faith, ardrder and Membership Commissions and the Ofi
Training Task Force, and worked as a stewardship cdleyr.Worship Leader:
write the prayers they use in the worship service.

THE FLOWERS IN THE C HANCEL URN are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Laura Coppedge Latta by her mother, Pat Coppedge.

IN THE COVENANT FAMI LY ... Please remember in your prayers Bethalee Harps
Barbara ThatcheWilliams, Ray Vinborg, and other Covenant members or
friends who are struggling with or convaleggifinom iliness or who are
homebound.

Thesympathyof the congregation is extended to Karen Ault, whose mothe
Doris Dudash, died on February 12, in Canton, Ohio.




COLLEGE STUDENTS are invited to stop in the narthex at the snack table this
morning r conversation and a snack immediately after worship.

THE LENTEN TERM OF S UNDAY ADULT FORUMS continues today with the second
of a four session series entitl&ihat Muslims Think of US: Perceptions of
America in the Islamic World T o d a y $MNozasAlaelmdtke Profeisso
and Chair, Department of Political Science, Hiram College. Professor
Al aol mol ki 6s topic I s responses t
world. The forum meets in Beckwith Hall at 11:30 a.m.

YOU ARE INVITED TO T HE DANIEL PINKHAM MEMORI AL CONCERT today at 3 p.m
in the sanctuary. The Covenant Choir will join the Epw4ititlid Choir along
with soloists and instrumentalists in celebrating the musical legacy of Dan
Pinkham (1922 006 ) one of 0 u mposesswirchoralyadds
organ music. All are invited to a reception in the reception room following
concert (an event not to be missed). This concert-gpoasored by the
Cleveland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.

LENTEN MEDITATION AN D LUNCH will be held on the Tuesdays
Lent through March 18. Covenant members, college stude
and those working at surrounding University Circle institutic
are invited to a brief service of worship in the sanctuary's Camy,
Chapel and to a light luhdn the reception room. Worship w
begin at 1:15 p.m. The lunch follows at 1:30 p.m. A-fnéé
offering is requested for the lunch. College students are gt
of the congregation.

THE TUESDAY LIVING THE QUESTIONS SMALL GROUP STUDY for Lentcontinues
on Tuesdays through March 18, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Following the dinr
at 5:30 p.m., the format for each one and a half hour group session featur:
20-minute video segment of conversations with some of today's leading vc
of progressivdaith, as well as stories illustrating aspects of an evolving fait
and concrete spiritual practices. The cost of the dinner is $5, payable at tl
door. College students are guests of the congregation.






