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Reflections 

(ɯÎÜÌÚÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÎÖÐÕÎȮɂɯÖÙɯ

maybe a better way to put it, the ÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÔÌÔÖÙàɯ

ÈÕËɯ ÏÖ×Ìȭɂɯ  Úɯ (ɯ ÞÙÐÛÌɯ ÛÏÐÚȮɯ ÞÌɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ ÍÐÕÐÚÏÌËɯɯɯɯɯɯ

'ÖÓÐËÈàɯ"ÐÙÊÓÌ%ÌÚÛȭɯ ÚɯÖÕÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÔÌȮɯɁ3ÙÖÜÉÓÌɯ

ÐÚȮɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÏÖÞɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ$ÝÌɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÊÈÕɯ

ÛÖ×ɯÛÏÈÛȵɂɯ(ÛɯÊÈÕɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÚÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯ

and friends. 
  

The CircleFest caroling in our sanctuary was wonderful from beginning to 

end: watching faces as people entered the sanctuary with wide-eyed 

amazement at her beauty; moving pews to accommodate the 90 piece Case 

Western Reserve University orchestra and the seating of three choirs         

(a total of 170 talented musicians); the portable carillon being played by 

volunteer students; and the enchanting music and sing-along. The concert 

was what everyone needed to catch the Christmas spirit and made      

memories for over 400 visitors. It made a real statement of who the Church 

of the Covenant is becoming in the heart of this Circle of vitality, as recent-

ly    noted by The New York Times. 
  

But, with memory there is also moving forward. On January first this year, 

which falls on a Sunday, we will begin the New Year with communion. 

%ÐÛÛÐÕÎÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÙÔÖÕɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯɁƗƚƚɯ-ÌÞɯ.××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

our other foot rests, and, yes, there are that many and more new things 

happening around here. 
  

We are completing perhaps one of the best stewardship seasons in many 

years. Clearly, since I have been here, all of them have been good and you 

always amaze me with your faithfulness. This year was unmatched,        

enabling us to put our house in order and to plan exciting new things as 

well.  
  

To that end, you will see the addition of Mindy Stewart to our staff as we 

move to support our own young families and reach out to new ones who 

ÈÙÌɯ"ÖÝÌÕÈÕÛɀÚɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯÓÐÍÌÉÓÖÖËȭɯ,ÐÕËàɯÐÚɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯÛÈÓÌÕÛÌËɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÞÏÖɯÞÌɯ

hope can build this program, as Eileen has with our ministry to students.  
  

We are thinking about a unique Sunday school for children. Every church 

has one. But imagine youngsters attending Sunday school here and        

perhaps studying creation, having the added bonus of visiting the      

Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Or imagine our older teens study-

ing the Dark Ages or the Renaissance, and then going to the Cleveland 

Museum of Art. The more we interact with the Circle, the more we build 
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2nd Sunday Breakfast  
January 8 at 8:30 am 

 

Adult Forums  
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Living the Questions  
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5:30 ɬ 7:15 pm 

The Biblical Book of Revelation, II  
 

Presbytery at Covenant!  
January 23  

 

Bake off  
January 29  

Following congregational meeting  

See page 7 
 

The Cleveland Ecumenical  

Institute for Religious Studies  
See enclosed brochure or visit online  

at ceirs.org to register 
 

Looking Ahead . . . 
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History Month  
Silent No More: The Continuing  

Quest for Human Liberation  
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Chautauqua  
All Church Retreat  
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upon our very special place of ministry. Other opportunities are in the 

offing with the arrival this year of our new gallery organ and special 

vesper services. It is truly a season of anticipation and hope. 
  

And at this special time, I want to share a very personal story of 

thanks and joy. Our own Michelle Miller called me before Thanks -

giving about a young man, one of her patients at Hospice of the  

Western Reserve. Although Michelle primarily cares for children in 

ÓÐÍÌɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÌȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÞÌÕÛà-six-year-old was still under her 

care because of long existing spinal tumors. The young gentleman is 

an avid Browns fan so I asked Coach Holmgren (he still likes to be 

called Coach) if he could perhaps offer some excitement to this        

×ÈÛÐÌÕÛɀÚɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÞÈÚɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓȭɯ ÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚȮɯ

Ɂ"ÖÈÊÏɂɯÐÕÝÐÛÌËɯ ÏÐÔɯÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯ ÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ ÏÌɯ ÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯ Èɯɯɯɯɯ

practice and met the players and staff. Regardless of current struggles 

and win -loss categories, our Browns are a class act and the character 

of the team should make all of us proud.  
 

See you in church! 
 

Love, Peace, and  

Great Joy,  

bert    
 

A book study of  

The Total Money Makeover  

by Dave Ramsey 
 

The Total Money Makeover is a nuts and 

bolts "how to" book. Dave Ramsey offers   

a biblically -based, step-by-step plan for    

handling money, from getting out of debt 

to building wealth. He walks with you through each of     

his seven "baby steps" and shows you exactly how to       

accomplish each one. Along the way Dave shares dozens of 

stories from people who are working on or have completed 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯɁ3ÖÛÈÓɯ,ÖÕÌàɯ,ÈÒÌÖÝÌÙȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÉÖÖÒɯÚÛÜËàɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

led by Will and Susan Klein, who in 2009 started their own 

ɁÔÈÒÌÖÝÌÙȮɂɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ#ÈÝÌɅÚɯÉÈÉàɯ

steps, having experienced the positive, life-changing bene-

fits they bring. Sign up in the church office or email                         

Covenant@CovenantWeb.org.   

An Opportunity to Participate in  

 ɯɁ3ÖÛÈÓɯ,ÖÕÌàɯ,ÈÒÌÖÝÌÙɂ 
 

Some time ago Will and Susan Klein approached me 

about something that had been very helpful to them in 

re-thinking their priorities. I read the book and listened 

to Will's personal excitement. Will talked with and  

received the support of the Ministry Initiatives       

Committee (MIC) and Adult Education about his    

willingness to offer a book study during Lent. The study 

will require no commitment except to purchase the  

book The Total Money Makeover which can be                  

ordered through the church office and then show up for 

the six week book study. The day and time will be set 

based on the schedule of those participating. If you have 

ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÚ×ÌÕËÐÕÎɯÏÈÉÐÛÚȮɯ

or how to establish and maintain financial priorities, 

you are welcome. 

                                      bert 

 

In the  

Covenant Family  
 

Individuals we have remembered in 

prayer in recent weeks include Jane  

Adams, Karen Ault, Leslie Wells Clark, 

Marilyn Demeter, James Howson, Ruth 

and Ted DeVries  ȹ ÙÕÐÌɯ#ÈÏÔɀÚɯÚÐÚÛÌÙɯ

and brother-in-law), and others who 

struggle with illness, are convalescing, 

or are homebound.  
 

We extended our sympathy to Al Glick-

son and his family in the death of his 

father, Al Glickson; to the family of  

Harry Gore who died November 5;       

to Bill Braun and his family in the death 

of his mother, Virginia Braun, on       

November 21; to Barb and Carol Clint 

and their families in the death of their 

aunt, Patricia Natchuk, on November 

26; to Paul Williams and his family in 

the death of his brother, John W.       

Williams, on November 28; and to     

Karen Holtcamp and her family in the 

death of her aunt, Nellie Althauser, on 

December 12. 
 

Please let the church office know  

when you have prayer requests 

Photos by Michelle Miller 

Story shared with permission of all parties. 

mailto:Covenant@CovenantWeb.org
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Still time to participate  

in a Dialogue Group!  
 

The Communications Committee is working to dis-

cern a strategic marketing message for our print, 

broadcast and electronic media. These groups of 9-12 

are still being formed. If you signed up, thank you! 

You will be notified of times soon. Groups are facili-

tated by Bill Braun and Lyn Tomaszewski. Sign up in 

the church office.  

Questions? Call Lyn Tomaszewski at 216 421-0482. 

Deacons Corner 

Stewardship Update  
 

You have been wonderfully supportive of the       

ministry of your church this year.  Of the 117 pledges 

received to date, there were 13 new pledges totaling 

$16,192 and 49 increases totaling $35,516. To date  

only 41 who pledged last year are still outstanding.  

If this trend continues we will be in excellent shape 

for the 2012 budget.  
 

Pledge payments for 2011 are also wonderful. By 

year end we will be at about 98% of pledges paid. 
  

There are always those who consider making a year-

end tax deductible gift to the year -end budget, the 

building or music funds, or to some special project in 

education or mission. If you are considering such a 

gift, please make sure your check is correctly          

documented and mailed or brought in no later than 

December 31. 

    Thank you, 

   The Stewardship Committee 

Sunday Flower Ministry  
 

Now in partnership with the  

Seidman Cancer Center  
 

Sign Up to Deliver Flowers  
 

The beautiful arrangement 

in the sanctuary on      

Sunday morning is        

donated by a member of 

the congregation in honor 

of a loved one or to       

remember a special        

occasion. After the service, 

this arrangement is taken 

ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ #ÌÈÊÖÕÚɀɯ ÍÓÖÞÌÙɯ

bench where one of the 

Deacons reassembles it 

into four or five smaller 

arrangements. These arrangements are then given to 

members who are celebrating a birthday, or may be 

grieving the loss of a loved one, or are suffering through 

an illness. In addition, a bouquet or bud vase is placed in 

the columbarium in honor of the saints interred there.  
 

To focus our efforts on external ministry initiatives     

beyond our doors, the Board of Deacons has begun    

delivering a flower arrangement to the Seidman Cancer 

Center every Sunday. The flowers are taken to one of the 

nursing stations and the staff then selects a patient to 

receive the flower arrangement that week. It is our way 

of reaching out to our neighbors and making them 

aware of the big church across the street. The note card 

that accompanies the arrangement not only sends our 

greetings but also informs them of the time of our      

Sunday service and of the Service of Caring on    

Wednesday afternoons. We hope that this will carry our 

ÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÐÕɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÈÕËɯɁÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɂɯ

way. 
 

The Deacons occasionally need members to deliver  

flowers to some of our recipients who may not be in 

church to receive them. We try to contact a member who 

lives in the general direction of the recipient, so that   

delivery will be on your way home.  
 

You can be a part of this ministry.  

Please call Mildred Russin in the church 

office at 216 421-0482 to put your name  

on the list of flower deliverers.  

Covenant Awarded a  

Ɂ!ÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ 

"ÐÙÊÓÌɯ ÞÈÙËɂ 
 

 

The Church of the       

Covenant was among 

the recipients of a 

ɁBuilding the Circle 

 ÞÈÙËɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐɪ

ty Circle Incorporated 

2011 Annual Meeting 

November 17. Ron Neill 

accepted this award for 

sanctuary renovations 

on behalf of Covenant. 

Ron Neill with 

Chris Ronayne, 

UCI President 
 

UCI Photo 

Photo by Jim Tomaszewski 

 


